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Did You Know?

You can audit a class at HTS! Learning is a lifelong process; continue the journey with us. For clergy, church
professionals, and laypersons. All denominations welcome! Read more HERE

Also, each course in the Certificate Programs at HTS is $500 per course. The certificate program courses cannot be
applied to any of the master's programs at the Seminary. Read More
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Dr. Angela Davis-Baxter was featured in the winter edition of In Trust Magazine.

In Trust Magazine is the official publication of The In Trust Center for Theological Schools, a mission-driven, values-
focused nonprofit organization assisting board members, executive leaders, and other stakeholders in graduate theological
schools throughout North America. Dr. Davis-Baxter had the following to say about the importance of students’ stories to
the success of the mission:

“It is essential for board members to understand the demographics of our students to truly understand their needs. Many
of our students come to Hood after being out of formal education for several years. They often arrive carrying significant
life stress and responsibilities. The average theological student is older and typically balances multiple roles while
managing family commitments...Despite these pressures, our students enter the classroom with joy and determination. It
warms my heart to see their commitment and their desire to grow, serve, and make a meaningful impact in the world.”

We are immensely proud of Dr. Davis-Baxter and her unwavering commitment to the students of Hood Theological
Seminary. Her leadership reflects not only academic excellence but also a deep sensitivity to the lived realities of those
called to ministry. Through her advocacy, insight, and care, she continues to champion an educational environment where
students are seen, supported, and equipped to fulfill their divine purpose.
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Stay tuned for details regarding opportunities to engage the Center for Financial Empowerment and The Center
for Justice, Love, and Belonging.




The Wallace Chappell Lecture Series Announces 2026 Speaker

The Wallace Chappell Lecture Series is an annual event that brings recognized leaders to seminaries or universities to
train, inspire, and equip pastors, ministry students, and laity in the area of Wesleyan-tradition evangelism.

This year's speaker has a powerful and inspiring story. From Jail to Yale, Reverend Quavon Newton's Life is a testimony
of redemption, resilience, and purpose. Although he was expelled from high school, shot at, and faced criminal charges,
he earned his G.E.D., rebuilt his life, and went on to become a Vice President and Financial Center Manager at Bank of
America in his early 20s. He later earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Alberta Magnus College and a Master
of Divinity from Yale University Divinity School, where he received the University's prestigious Oliver Ellsworth
Daggett Award for his ability, diligence, Christian character, and promise of effectiveness as a preacher. He is currently
pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree at Union Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH, and was inducted into the Alfred
G. Dunston Board of Preachers at Livingstone College in 2025. In 2025, Rev. Newton was selected as the Nu Voices
Preacher at the historic 111th Hampton University Ministers' Conference, a national platform showcasing emerging
prophetic voices in the Black Church. He serves as pastor of St. Stephen AME Zion Church in Asbury Park, NJ, where
under his leadership the church has become one of the fastest-growing congregations in the denomination. He is also an
Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies at Clinton College and co-founder of Black Boy Therapy LLC, a mental health
empowerment organization for young Black boys.

Dr. Dora Mbuwayesango attended her first official board meeting of the Episcopal Relief & Development, March 5-7,
in Long Beach, California. It is the international humanitarian agency of the Episcopal Church, working in nearly 40
countries to reduce poverty, hunger, disease, and disaster impacts, and it partners with local Anglican and community
leaders to create sustainable, community-led solutions, focusing on four key areas: Women, Children, Climate, and
Disaster Response.

Job Postings

Haymount United Methodist Church
1700 Fort Bragg Road




Fayetteville, NC 28303 (910) 484-0181

Director of Youth Ministries

Part-time (12-15 hours per week)

Off-campus work authorized: Yes, as deemed by Lead Pastor/SPRC

Goal of the position within the Church: To serve as a spiritual leader and role model for the youth, while
integrating youth ministry throughout the church (HUMC defines youth as being grades 6-12)
Knowledge, skills, and attributes for position

e Required
0 Must embrace Christian discipline and United Methodist doctrine and theology

o Travel is required several times throughout the year for mission trips, weekend retreats and
youth activities

o Have vision and a demonstrated ability to plan, develop, coordinate, manage and implement
ministry within the parameters of the UMC

o Excellent written and verbal communication skills, conflict management skills, and
computer/technology skills.

o Possess a proven ability to work effectively with youth, their families, diverse individuals, and
teams of volunteers

o Experience at other United Methodist churches is desired

® Desired
o A bachelor of associates degree in a related field.
o A professional certification in Youth Ministry.

e Specific Duties and Tasks of the Position

o Participation in conference-wide youth activities Participation in district wide youth activities
(generally 4 per year)

o Develop adult and youth leaders within the youth ministry

© Plan and execute all events that encompass a balanced youth ministry [a mixture of disciple
building and fun activities] such as the mission trip, ski trip, trips to Carowinds, Kings Dominion,
Busch Gardens, the beach, the mountains, etc.

o Recruit volunteers to work with youth in all aspects of youth ministry and ensure adequate volunteer
support and adult to youth ratio, adhering to all Safe Sanctuaries policies

o Teach or assist with confirmation class

o Keep records of youth participation and manage the youth ministry budget, including balancing
costs for events among youth families and the church.

o Maintain communication with the church staff and leadership, parents, youth and congregation,
including calendaring all events in cooperation with the church staff.

o Attend worship as well as have a visible presence in Sunday School for grades 6-12

o Support and attend the music ministries offered for youth.

o Pastors or direct supervisors may provide additional tasks that are consistent with the job
description and can reasonably be expected to be accomplished within the position’s work hours.

Accountable to: Lead Pastor
Directly supervised by: Associate Pastor
Routine formal performance evaluation schedule: annually




Planned Giving
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Create your legacy through a planned gift by remembering Hood Theological Seminary in a bequest or will with gifts of stocks
and bonds, gifts of real estate or personal property, life insurance, charitable trust, retirement funds/IRA or life income gifts.

By making a planned gift, you will become a member of the Hood Legacy Society.

~ Do you have an IRA?

~ Are you at least 70 1/2 years of age?

~ Would you like to help HTS in its mission to prepare women and men for bold and creative leadership for the
Christian church for a diverse world?

If you answered "Yes" to all three questions, please consider an IRA Charitable Rollover.

In an IRA Charitable Rollover, the distribution of up to $100,000 annually made directly from the IRA custodian
to a qualifying public charity, such as HTS, is excluded from gross income and counts toward the required

minimum distribution.

Contact:
John Everett
Director, Institutional Advancement & Enrollment Management
704.636.6545 jeverett@hoodseminary.edu

Visit our Planned Giving website for lots of helpful information.

Honoring National Women’s History Month

Each March, communities across the United States celebrate Women's History Month, a time dedicated to recognizing the
invaluable contributions, leadership, and resilience of women throughout history. What began as a local celebration in the
late 1970s has grown into a nationwide observance that highlights the ways women have shaped society, faith
communities, education, social movements, and the life of the church.

For people of faith, Women’s History Month also offers an opportunity to reflect on the countless women whose courage
and spiritual insight have strengthened the body of Christ. From biblical figures who proclaimed God’s promises to
contemporary women who lead, teach, organize, and serve, women have long been vessels through which God’s justice,
wisdom, and compassion are revealed.

Throughout this month, we encourage our community to honor the women who have inspired us, mentors, mothers,
teachers, pastors, scholars, and friends, whose faith and dedication continue to shape our lives. Let us take time to
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celebrate their stories, amplify their voices, and recommit ourselves to building communities where the gifts and
leadership of women are recognized, affirmed, and supported.

May this month inspire us to remember the past, celebrate the present, and empower the next generation of women to

walk boldly in their purpose.
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In Memoriam

We pause to honor the lives of those who have been lost, whether their passing came after a long journey or far too soon.
Each life mattered, each story leaves an imprint, and each absence is felt in ways both seen and unseen.

We hold in prayer all who are grieving. We acknowledge the weight of loss and the many emotions that accompany it. As
a community, we stand with you in quiet support, trusting that care, remembrance, and compassion will surround you in
the days ahead.

May comfort be found in shared memory, gentle presence, and the assurance that no one mourns alone.

Buy Hood Merchandise Today!
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[1Go and support our ONLINE MERCHANDISE STORE! Lots of new items come out every month! https://ego-
eimi.store/] |
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

To all our Faculty, Staff, Alumni & Donors - A Marvelous March Birthday with Many More to Come!

Become A Faithful Friend Partner

Join the Faithful Friends Partner Recurring Monthly Program!

To become a Faithful Friend Partner, click the link below to donate and become a member for a minimum of $25

monthly.

Consider becoming a
Faithful Friend
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For More Information on Monthly Giving

Contact:
Tyesia Walker
Director,
Annual Giving & Donor Relations
704.636.6926
twalker@hoodseminary.edu

Faculty/Staff News

Dr. Vergel L. Lattimore

Dr. Vergel Lattimore, President and Professor, of Hood Theological Seminary

This month, Dr. Lattimore will participate in the Presidential Investiture of Dr. Herman "Skip" Mason of
the Interdenominational Theological Center, Inc. (ITC) at the Zion Hill Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA
(3/3/26)
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He will offer the Invocation for a Dedication Event of the late Mayor Karen Alexander at the Salisbury
Train Depot (3/4/26)

Dr. Lattimore will attend the Civitan Club Scholarship Luncheon, Salisbury Country Club (3/5/26)

He will participate in the Presidential Investiture of Dr. Pamela Richardson Wilks as the 14th President
of Clinton College, Rock Hill, SC (3/6/26)

Dr. Lattimore will teach an Adult Sunday School class at Greenville Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church,
Charlotte, NC (3/15/26)

Please join us for the
Installation Service of our new pastor

Rev. Lester E. Fmith

Western NC Association Conference Minister, Rev. Tom
Warren, and the congregation of Mt. Tabor UCC, invite
you to witness the liturgical celebration of the
covenantal relationship among Rev. Lester Smith, the
local church, and the Association.

Rev. Smith and wife Freddie

Sunday, March 29, 2026, 3:00 pm
Reception to follow.
1002 E Holly Grove Rd., Lexington, NC
For more information: 336-588-9151
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Dr. Vincent Howell, Associate Dean and DMin Director, attended the 2026 Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, in
Chicago, IL as part of Hood's recruiting efforts. In addition to connecting with potential applicants, he was also able to
greet HTS alumni, greet Bishop Teresa Snorton, the CME Church's first female elected to the episcopal, and greet The
Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, who served as the 27th presiding bishop and primate of The Episcopal Church.

FaithLearnThrive News




LEARNING COMMUNITY 2026

APPLY NOW

% LEARN MORE
LEARNTHRIVE.ORG

EVENT INFORMATION
Learning Community Applications Are Open- New Grant

We’re excited to announce that applications are now open for the 2026 FaithLearnThrive Learning Community!
This year brings a brand-new 6-month experience designed to strengthen churches with spiritual renewal, strategic clarity,
experienced coaches, and access to implementation grants.

If your congregation is seeking direction, unity, and new momentum—this journey is for you.
Space is limited, so don’t wait.

Learn more & apply at: faithlearnthrive.org/learning-community
Join Shepherds Collective for Only $19/mo.

[] What a powerful time together!

[] Join the community — https:/bit.ly/3AMmDJgM

#ShepherdsCollective #FaithLearnThrive #MinistryCommunity #PastoralCoaching #DoChurchDifferently

Strengthening the Shepherds Who Strengthen the Church

The Shepherds Collective March Gathering | Third Monday on Zoom

The Shepherd's Collective is a space created for pastors to pause, reflect, and be strengthened in their calling. Ministry
requires constant pouring out, and this gathering provides a community where shepherds can receive encouragement,
wisdom, and renewal alongside other leaders.

During this first quarter, our focus has centered on the inner life, heart health, and long-term sustainability of the pastor.
This emphasis has been intentional. Healthy shepherds lead healthy flocks, and when wounds or exhaustion go
unattended, they eventually shape leadership. Longevity in ministry requires more than calling—it requires care.

Throughout this quarter, we have carried one central message:
Before we ask you, the Pastor, what you’re building, we've asked HOW are you doing?

March Theme: Built to Last
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The Pastor’s Sustainability
As we conclude this first quarter together, our March session will focus on sustaining the call over the long term.

Pastoral leadership is not a sprint but a lifelong assignment. The ability to endure in ministry requires rhythms of renewal,
healthy boundaries, and spiritual practices that protect the heart of the shepherd.

Core Question

What rhythms and boundaries help me sustain the call long-term?
Purpose of the Conversation

This gathering will help pastors:

Reflect on thythms that support long-term endurance in ministry
Identify practices that cultivate renewal and wholeness

Consider healthy boundaries that protect calling, family, and soul
Strengthen their capacity to lead faithfully for the long haul

Rather than a lecture, this time will be a guided conversation among pastors, creating space for honest reflection, shared
wisdom, and encouragement.

Join Us
The Shepherds Collective exists to nurture leaders who desire not only to serve well—but to finish well.

[] Third Monday of the Month
[] Zoom Gathering

As we close out this quarter together, we will reflect on the lessons learned and continue building a community of pastors
committed to leading with clarity, health, and longevity.

Help Us Spread the Word

We invite the Wood Herald community to support this effort by increasing awareness and expanding the reach of this
important work among pastors and ministry leaders.

Please help us spread the word and promote the Shepherds Collective by sharing this opportunity with leaders in your
networks and engaging with our social media platforms.

Here’s how you can help:

Follow us on TikTok!
Our new social media team has launched our new profile and is already sharing meaningful and engaging content. Show
us some love by watching, liking, commenting, and following the page.

Revisit our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Engage with the content by liking posts, leaving comments, and sharing with others to help increase the reach of this
growing community.

Your support helps ensure that pastors and ministry leaders everywhere know they are not alone in their calling and that
there is a community committed to strengthening the shepherds who strengthen the Church.

Opportunity




The Frances Ellen Watkins Harper Fellowship offers a full-time, year-long experience with salary and
benefits. Fellows work remotely in reporting, audience, and news product — and new this year, a
development track. The fellowship is open to recent HBCU graduates, mid-career alums, or anyone who
attended an HBCU for at least two years, even if they did not graduate.

Key fellowship highlights:

$75,000 annual salary

Great benefits like generous time-off

Fully remote with travel opportunities
On-the-job training

1:1 mentorship and professional development
Career coaching for their next step

We're looking for HBCU alumni with experience in product development, user research and audience-driven
innovation. Ideal candidates will have skills in design thinking, defining and testing new website features,
writing requirements, measuring impact, conducting user research, contributing to roadmapping and
communicating to stakeholders.

Previous product fellows have improved messaging on 19th articles published to partner sites so that
readers can learn more about our brand and connect with reporters, and have worked on a competitive
analysis of industry newsletters. They’ve also collaborated with the technology team to improve data storage
efficiency and integrate audience insights into the product development process.

If there are any graduating seniors or alumni in your network who might benefit from this fellowship, please
feel free to pass this along. Applications for our 2026—-27 fellowship cohort are open and are due on March
20, 2026, at 5 p.m. CT. Here is the link to apply. We've also included a printable flyer if you'd like to display it
on campus or share it with your career services department.

If you or potential applicants have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us
at fellowships@19thnews.com.

Sincerely,

The Fellowship Team

A Joyful Step Forward in Our Episcopal Discernment

With grateful hearts and deep confidence in the Lord’s leading, the North Carolina Conference of the Global
Methodist Church shares a joyful update in our episcopal discernment journey.

Over recent weeks, our conference prayerfully lifted names from both within and outside our conference for
consideration as episcopal candidates. Each individual whose name was submitted was contacted with
care, respect, and transparency as part of this sacred process. One name was submitted from outside our
conference; however, out of respect for both that individual and his home conference, we have agreed not to
proceed with that consideration until his conference makes its decision at the end of this month.

What we celebrate with great joy is the discernment of our own Rev. Dr. Tom Mabry, pastor of Shady Grove
Global Methodist Church, whose name will move forward from within the North Carolina Conference for
consideration as a candidate for bishop to serve anywhere in the Global Methodist Church worldwide.
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Dr. Mabry has been instrumental in helping to build the very foundation of our North Carolina Global
Methodist Conference. As Chair of the Conference Leadership Team, he has provided steady leadership,
theological depth, and courageous clarity during a season that has required all three. His guidance has
shaped not only the organizational structure of our conference but also its spirit and vision for ministry.

His partnership with Hood Theological Seminary and his broader service within the Global Methodist Church
reflect a deep commitment to doctrinal integrity, pastoral faithfulness, and the formation of future leaders for
the church. Dr. Mabry embodies both the compassionate heart of a shepherd and the conviction of one
entrusted to guard and nurture the faith of the community. The conference is grateful for his willingness to be
lifted in this holy moment of discernment.

As we trust God’s unfolding plan, we hold fast to the promise of Scripture:

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.”— Book of Jeremiah 29:11

We believe the Lord is ordering our steps. His timing is perfect. His purposes are sure. And this discernment
is sacred work.

We ask every church across our North Carolina Conference to intentionally add Rev. Dr. Tom Mabry and our
North Carolina delegates to their daily prayers and congregational prayer lists between now and the
conclusion of the upcoming General Conference, which will gather through September 5. Pray for wisdom.
Pray for discernment. Pray for unity. Pray for courage.

As we gather globally for this holy work, may we do so covered in prayer and confident in the Spirit's leading.
May we move forward together—united, expectant, and trusting the One who holds our future.

— Heather Grabbs
Conference Lay Leader
NC Conference Delegation Chair

(submitted by Dr. Tom Mabry)
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w We Empower Rural and Small-Tewn Churches

Building Momentum — Driving Participation — Sustaining the Foundation
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ACTIONS IN FAITH & JUSTICE

CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM
THEN & NOW
A PANEL DISCUSSION

Guest Panelists:

Aaron Kepley, Historian

Rev. Suzanne Miller, Pastors for NC Children
Rev. Kimberly Clarke Turner, Hood Seminary

Devin Withrow, Christians Against Christian
Nationalism

ROWAN MUSEUM
202 N. MAIN STREET
SALISBURY, NC

MARCH 24, 2026
7:00-8:30 PM

For additional information. For questions, please contact Rev. Kimberly Clarke Turner, CBL Program Director at 704-
636-6891.

Your gift is essential in promoting the mission of the Seminary. Every gift, small and large, is greatly
appreciated and stewarded responsibly!




It's so easy to donate securely online or mail your check directly to the Seminary at 1810 Lutheran Synod

Dr., Salisbury, NC 28144.

www.hoodseminary.edu
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